
2454 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96826

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Honolulu, HI

Permit No. 891

2010–2011 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman of the Board 
Curt Otaguro

Treasurer/Vice Chair 
Lee Moriwaki

Secretary/Vice Chair 
Ronald Ushijima

Vice Chair 
Glenn Inouye

Vice Chair 
Gordon Kagawa

Vice Chair 
Brennon Morioka

Vice Chair 
Tyler Tokioka

At-Large Directors
Donn Ariyoshi 
David Erdman 
Dennis Esaki 
   Kaua‘i Representative 
Wayne Kamitaki 
   Hawai‘i Representative 
Kyoko Kimura 
   Maui Representative 
Michele Sunahara  
   Loudermilk 
Lance Mizumoto 
Diane Murakami 
Ken Niimura 
Lynne Hanzawa O’Neill 
Christine Yano 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Chairman 
Deborah Nakagawa

VICe-ChaiR 
Edwin Koyama

Members 
David Asanuma
Ben Fukumoto
Leighton Hara
Susan Haramoto
Karen Hayashida
Charlyn Honda Masini
Rich Hosoda
Dennis Ihara
Barbara Ishida
David Kaneko
Susan Kitsu
Jane Komeiji
Akemi Kurokawa
Michael Matsuo
Michael Murakoshi
Dawn Nakagawa
Lori Okazaki
Ryan Okunaga
Lisa Shozuya
Rattana Soubandith
Jay Suemori
Brian Suzuki
Justin Takaki
George Tanabe
Robyn Titcomb
Yvonne Toyoshima
Garyn Tsuru
Gregg Ushiroda
Sherri Vallejo
Kristine Wada
Glenn Wakai
Mark Yamada
Betsy Young 

President &  
Executive Director
Lenny Yajima Andrew
andrew@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 23

chief operating officer
neil takekawa
takekawa@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 22

Director Of Finance  
& Administration
Caroline Okihara
okihara@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 33

Director Of Program 
Development
Brian Niiya
niiya@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 32

public relations/ 
membersip manager
denise tagomori park
park@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 27

Gallery/Gift Shop 
Manager
Christy Takamune
takamune@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 39

Public Programs  
Coordinator
Audrey KANEKO
muromoto@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 28

Education Specialist
Derrick Iwata
iwata@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 25

Gallery/Gift Shop  
Assistant
BETHANY BANNISTER-
ANDREWS
bannister@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 40

Administrative Assistant/  
Accounting Clerk
Leianne Fujimura
fujimura@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 29

Administrative Assistant
Michelle Miyashiro
miyashiro@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 30

resource center Assistant
nicolita (nicki) garces
garces@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 42

Staff Emeritae
Barbara Ishida
Jane Kurahara
Betsy Young

Resource Center
resource.center@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 42

Gallery & Gift Shop
gallery@jcch.com
(808) 945-7633 Ext. 43

Cultural Center STAFF

UPCOMING EVENTS
at a gl a nce Japanese Cultur al Center of Hawai‘i

Thursday,  
November 10 
Event • Obama no 
Obama (Obama’s 
Obama): An Exhibi-
tion About Politics, 
Celebrity, and 
International Ties 
Opening Ceremony 

November 5–December 2 
Event • Obama no Obama (Obama’s 
Obama): An Exhibition About Politics, 
Celebrity, and International Ties

Saturday, October 29 
Event • 5th Annual  
Distinctive Women  
in Hawaiian History  
Program

Saturday, September 10 
Event • A Decade After 9/11: Acknowledging the Harms, 
Learning the Lessons and Shaping the Future
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Honoring our heritage. Embracing our diversity. Sharing our future.
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Mission Statement:
To be a vibrant resource, 

strengthening our diverse community 
by educating present and 

future generations in the evolving 
Japanese American experience 
in Hawai‘i. We do this through 

relevant programming, meaningful 
community service and 

innovative partnerships that 
enhance the understanding and 

celebration of our heritage, 
culture and love of the land. 

To guide us in this work we draw 
from the values found in our 

Japanese American traditions and 
the spirit of Aloha.

2454 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96826
tel: (808) 945-7633

fax: (808) 944-1123
email: info@jcch.com

website: www.jcch.com
Follow us on Facebook,  

Twitter and YouTube

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday 

8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

GALLERY HOURS
Tuesday–Saturday 

10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

RESOURCE CENTER HOURS
Wednesday–Friday 

10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Saturday 

10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

GIFT SHOP HOURS
Tuesday–Saturday 

10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Legacies is a bi-monthly publication of the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai`i, 2454 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96826

Sunday, 
November 13
Event •  
Shichi Go San: 
Keiki Kimono 
Dressing 

Sunday,  
November 6 
Event • 
TEMARI Trash 
& Treasure Fair 

The story of Obama-shi’s (Obama 
town) adoption of Barack Obama and 
subsequent development of Obama 
goods takes place amidst a backdrop 
of economic struggle common to rural 
areas in Japan in the 2000s. The crux 
here is a strongly entrepreneurial spirit 
bolstered by what might be called— 
in the words of a popular Obama 
catch-phrase—“Yes we can!”. That 
sentiment may also be echoed in the 
Japanese value of gambaru (striving 
with perseverance). This is part of 
what links this exhibition with the 
Cultural Center and its emphasis  
on values.

The story of Obama-shi as a town 
of “Yes we can!” begins with a duly 
noted incident: when then-U.S. 
Senator Barack Obama was inter-
viewed in 2006 by Japanese television 
network TBS, he noted that Japanese 
immigration officials looked at his visa 
and said that he must be from the town 
of Obama. This caught the attention 
of a few individuals in Obama-shi in 
Fukui prefecture, who were pleased 
and felt that a connection with the 
U.S. presidential candidate could be 
good for the town. Then-Mayor Toshio 
Murakami sent Obama a pair of the  

local lacquer chopsticks and a letter 
wishing him well. The desire to 
develop ties to Barack Obama grew 
rapidly through a consortium of 
businessmen and city officials. For 
political reasons, these efforts could 
not be an official project of the city 
government; thus, the “Obama for 
Obama Support Group” was born,  

 

 
headed by businessman Seiji Fujiwara 
with unofficial backing of the city 
administration. The rest—branded 
goods with Barack Obama’s figure, 
statue in town, Obama Girls and Boys 
hula troupe, and more—is history.

The portrait of Obama-shi and its 
spearheading of Obama-mania in 
Japan must be framed within the  
“Yes we can!” spirit of gambaru— 
developing economic opportunities 

upon the most tentative of ties, 
growing a brand to create an 
identity, spinning new ideas of 
viability. Even when sales of Obama 
goods show signs of waning, the 
spirit continues. That spirit finds 
its way through the halls of the city 
government, through businesses that 
keep plugging away, through a hula 
troupe that continues to practice and 

perform, spreading good cheer. 
Throughout our stay, we noted 
again and again the energetic 
drive, initiative, and personal 
concern that brings the caption 
“Obama—The ‘Yes we can!’ 
Town” to life. The exhibition 
will also include Obama goods 
from Hawai’i allowing for a 
comparison with  Japanese  

             Obama goods.

For the grand opening of the exhibit 
on November 10, we have invited 
Mayor Koji Matsuzaki, Mr. Seiji  
Fujiwara, head of “Obama for Obama  
Support Group,” and members of 
the Obama Girls and Boys hula 
troupe. They are busy making their 
travel plans. We invite you to join us 
in welcoming them and celebrating 
their “Yes we can!” spirit. 

Obama no Obama  
(Obama’s Obama): An Exhibition 
About Politics, Celebrity, and 
International Ties
November 5–December 2
Opening Ceremony
Thursday, November 10–5:00 pm

Left and inset: Products from Obama town bearing 
the likeness of U.S. President Barack Obama

Obama-shi, Fukui Prefecture: Town of “Yes We Can!”
By: Christine R. Yano
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volunteers COORDINATOR’S Message

f riends
tomodachi

of the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i 

Yukari Aratani, 
Resource Center

Sukhoon Chang, 
Gallery Assistant

Shay Chow,  
Resource Center

Alysha Fujitani, 
Discovery Box

Rikuro Fukusato, 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Assistant

Leah Fukuyama,  
Public Relations

Chassy Inouye, 
Resource Center

Eric Kobayashi, 
Discovery Box

James Kon,  
Resource Center

Amber McClure,  
Public Relations

Larsen Miho,  
Gallery Assistant

Sundari 
Ramakrishnan, IT

Kari Sakuda, 
Public Relations

Mayuko Toyoda, 
Gallery Assistant

Kari Urada,  
Discovery Box

Andrew Yamauchi, 
Gallery Assistant

Welcome new volunteers!

Lenny Yajima Andrew

Bank of Hawaii

City Mill

Home Depot

Glenn Inouye,  
Servco Pacific Inc.

Gordon Kagawa, 
Occidental 
Underwriters of 
Hawaii, Ltd.

Manoa Grand 
Ballroom

Eric Miura &  
Millie Okada-Miura, 
Deja Vu Surf

Lance Mizumoto, 
Central Pacific Bank

Brennon Morioka

Lee Moriwaki

Deborah Nakagawa

Ken Niimura,  
Obun Hawaii

Joyce Okano, Chanel 
Ala Moana Boutique

Curt Otaguro,  
First Hawaiian Bank

Brian Suzuki

Neil Takekawa

Tyler Tokioka, Island 
Insurance Companies

Ron Ushijima

Vince Watabu,  
Obun Hawaii

Lillian Yajima

Gift Donors

Aloha! Mahalo to the following 
volunteers who are no longer volunteering 
on a regular basis!

Alexandra Giffen, 
Resource Center

Esther Ng,  
Gift Shop

Ryan Kanno, 
Receptionist

Stephanie Kuroda, 
Gallery Assistant

Dylan Miyasaki, 
Gallery Assistant 

Cara Moriwaki, 
Resource Center

Darian Oshiro,  
Gift Shop

Courtney Seki, 
Discovery Box

Sundari Tyson 
Tsutsumi, Gallery 
Assistant

Kaori Yanagisawa, 
Docent

Dear Fellow Volunteers and Staff, 
My time here as your Temporary 
Volunteer Volunteers Coordinator 
(TVVC) has quickly passed and I would 
like to sincerely thank the many folks 
at the Cultural Center for being very 
gracious and accommodating during my 
short tenure. Going into this, I did not 
know what to expect or anticipate other 
than knowing the importance of the 
coordinator position to our volunteers. 
In the end, my personal observation is 
that both volunteers and staff go about 
their business with dedication and pas-
sion, all working for a common cause.
What impressed me was the camara-
derie with no real separation between 
volunteer or staff both in the planning 
and executing of the tasks at hand for 
the Cultural Center. I also found new 
volunteer applicants to be very engag-
ing, intelligent, and willing to learn and 
contribute to the effort. The long time 

volunteers continue to give their vast 
knowledge and expertise in the most 
meaningful and helpful ways, while 
providing consistency and stability.
We all know that volunteers are the 
“life blood” within the Cultural Center 
and are greatly appreciated by staff, 
management, and senior leadership. The 
mission can only be accomplished with 
all parts working together as a team with 
the volunteers clearly playing a big role.
Mahalo for all that you do, both staff 
and volunteers, and I will continue to 
see you around the Cultural Center, as 
a volunteer. Thank you also to President 
& Executive Director Lenny Andrew for 
allowing me the opportunity to serve. 
Aloha!

John Okutani 
Temporary Volunteer Volunteers Coordinator

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

The Cultural Center’s dedicated volunteers pose for a group shot at the annual luncheon held on June 20.

Dear JCCH ‘Ohana,

What a pleasure it has been serving 
as your president & executive 
director for 4½ years! Together, we 
have accomplished so many truly 
important tasks and established so 
many milestones. While maintaining 
our signature events, we have begun 
multi-year federally-funded projects 

to ensure the continuity of our efforts to preserve the 
Hawai‘i World War II confinement sites and share the story 
of the Hawai‘i internees, and expanded our offering of 
school tours and other 
educational programs 
to our community.    

We now have a solid 
base of tenants and 
groups utilizing the 
facilities that are all 
stakeholders in the 
Cultural Center.  
We have strengthened 
relationships with 
strategic partner 
organizations while 
establishing ties with 
new ones locally, on the 
mainland, in Canada, 
and Japan.

Best of all, we are 
financially stable and 
have assembled a staff 
of dedicated individuals 
who represent the 
Cultural Center with pride and professionalism. This is the 
opportune time to hand over the reins of the organization to 
a new director to further our work and lead us down a path 
that ensures that the Cultural Center remains relevant to 
present and future constituents.

The passion and love of our Board of Directors and other 
volunteers for the Cultural Center has been inspirational 
and I have enjoyed every moment of our time together. 
Now, I am looking forward with tremendous anticipation  
to spending more time with my family and friends.

Mahalo to each and every one of you who enriched my life 
with positive energy during my time at the Cultural Center.  

Ganbatte—please keep up the great work!

Aloha,

Dear Members,

Your Cultural Center has been busy over the past several 
months with our annual membership meeting, a special 
Celebration of Leadership and Achievement Dinner, 
and many community events. I was honored to represent 
all of us on the inaugural Hawaiian Airlines flight to 
Kansai, Osaka, Japan. Being a part of history helped me 
reflect back at how far we’ve come with our combined 
efforts to strengthen ties between Hawai‘i and Japan. 

Thank you Hawaiian Airlines for being at the forefront of change for our 
state and being a strong supporter of the Cultural Center.

Your Cultural Center also played an important role in the “Aloha for Japan” 
campaign where local business leaders, members of the Japanese American 
community and government officials organized a statewide effort to collect 
donations for our family and friends in Japan affected by the tsunami and 
earthquake. Our state responded proudly and generously as millions of 
dollars were raised and donated to the Japan Red Cross Society and other 
qualified agencies that assisted families during their recovery process.  
Congratulations to Lt. Governor Brian Schatz and the people of Hawai‘i 
for showing our true aloha spirit!

This year marked the 15th anniversary of the Celebration of Leadership 
and Achievement Dinner. We were fortunate to honor the 15th Generation 
Grand Tea Master, Dr. Genshitsu Sen, from Japan’s Urasenke School. 
Chadō (The Way of Tea), is a comprehensive cultural practice that 
embraces every aspect of life. My heartfelt thanks to committee co-chairs 
Mark Yamada and Lisa Shozuya as well as an awesome planning commit-
tee. I would also like to thank all who volunteered to assist us that evening. 
It was a touching and an emotional night for many as Dr. Sen spoke about 
his lifelong commitment to promote Peacefulness Through a Bowl of Tea. 

We are also sad to announce that Lenny Yajima Andrew has decided to 
retire as our president & executive director. Lenny has been the “face” 
of our Cultural Center for nearly five years and represented us well. She 
leaves the Cultural Center in better shape than when she first started. 
We are financially stable thanks to Lenny’s leadership. Lenny and former 
board chair Susan Yamada were instrumental in kicking off our capital 
campaign designed to raise funds for an endowment and future facility 
repairs. Lenny’s commitment to our Japanese American culture and her 
experience in the community will be missed. 

On a positive note, we are pleased that Neil Takekawa joined us as Chief 
Operating Officer. Neil has been a successful business executive in the 
community and brings over 35 years of experience. 

I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to outgoing board mem-
bers Susan Eichor, Eric Miura, and Bonny Amemiya for their time and 
serving us well as board members.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome new board members, Dennis Esaki, 
Lynne O’Neill, and Diane Murakami, all successful business individuals 
who will bring new perspectives and energy to your Cultural Center. 

Next year, the Cultural Center will mark a milestone and celebrate our 
25th anniversary. We hope you will join us in commemorating this special 
occasion and continue to be an instrumental part of the Cultural Center’s 
legacy for years to come.

Aloha,

Reverend Paul Osumi’s  
Today’s Thought: 
Final Questions
When you and I have finished 
our work on earth and moved 
to our reward, we will not be 
remembered chiefly for the 
positions we held or the money 
we accumulated. Rather we 
will be remembered for what 
we accomplished in terms 
of service to our fellow men 
and the spirit in which we 
performed our duties. We 
will not be asked “How much 
money did you accumulate?”  
or “What position did you 
hold?” but “How much good 
did you do for your fellow 
human beings?”

Sponsored by
Since 1961

Lenny Yajima Andrew
President & Executive Director

Event Sponsor:
Douglas Goto, Pacific Guardian Life Insurance Co., Ltd. Special thanks  
to Pacific Guardian Life Insurance for sponsoring this event for 10 years!

Curt Otaguro 
Chairman of the Board



GIFT SHOP
Inside the

upcoming events
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i 

NEW in the Gift Shop are prints 
from Tanimoto Dharma Designs. 
Made in Hilo, the framed prints and magnets 
feature zen sayings, kanji and bodhi leaves, 
and the popular Wabi-Sabi Cat and Sakura Cat 
designs from local artist Brian Tanimoto.

New!

Wabi-Sabi and Zen Cat Magnets 
$6.00

Framed Zen Print
$37.00

Framed 
Kanji and 
Bodhi Leaf 
Print
$34.00

Kamaboko Print
$7.00

Framed 
Cat Print
$32.00

upcoming 
events

 

Saturday, September 10
10:00 am–12:00 pm
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i, 5th Floor

Saturday, October 29
8:30 am– 5:30 pm
Hawai‘i Convention Center

Sunday, November 6
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i
Manoa Grand Ballroom 
8:00 am–9:00 am TEMARI/ 
    JCCH Member Preview
9:00 am–2:00 pm General Public

A Decade After 9/11: 

Acknowledging the Harms, 
Learning the Lessons and 
Shaping the Future

5th Annual Distinctive Women 
in Hawaiian History Program

To commemorate the 10th anniversary of the events of 
September 11, 2001, the Cultural Center is partnering with the 
Japanese American Citizens League-Honolulu Chapter to present 
A Decade After 9/11: Acknowledging the Harms, Learning 
the Lessons, and Shaping the Future. The event will feature 
presentations by noted author and filmmaker Tom Coffman on 
racial tensions and how they were reduced during World War II; 
Mari J. Matsuda, Professor of Law, William S. Richardson School 
of Law, on the connection to current events and what they 
mean for us now as social justice seekers; and Hakim Ouansafi 
of Muslim Association of Hawai‘i, on the experiences of the 
Muslim American community in Hawai‘i immediately after 9/11 
and now. Attorney and civil rights advocate Ellen Godbey Carson 
will serve as the moderator. 

The event is free and open to the public. Reservations are not 
required but appreciated. To RSVP, please send an email to 
jaclhon@gmail.com.

See a special screening of Barbara Kawakami’s A Textured Life, 
an intimate portrait of scholar and author, Barbara Kawakami. 
As a dressmaker and seamstress from Waipahu, Kawakami  
entered college for the first-time at age 53 and started collecting 
the stories and textiles. Through her intimate conversations 
with Issei women, Kawakami’s research led her on a captivating 
journey from Waipahu to the villages of Japan and back to the 
plantations of Hawai‘i that illuminated the complex relationship  
between old traditions and new plantation culture. 

The Cultural Center will also have on display Japanese immigrant  
clothing and artifacts from the Cultural Center’s core collection.  
These textiles themselves represent a unique part of our history,  
and also give voice to the stories that preserve that history—
the hardships, ingenuity and adaptability of the early Japanese 
immigrants to Hawai‘i.

For more information, visit www.distinctivewomenhawaii.org.

Shichi Go San: Keiki Kimono Dressing
Sunday, November 13 • Manoa Ballroom  • 10:00 am–3:00 pm

Parking: $5 with validation

Registration deadline: October 31, 2011

Parent’s Name(s)

JCCH Membership # (required for member discount)

Telephone

address

Email 

Participant names: 

Please pick your preferred time slot (please select up to three time slots):

 10:00 am–11:00 am            12:30 pm–1:30 pm            2:30 pm–2:30 pm

 11:00 am–12:00 pm            1:30 pm–2:30 pm 

*	Appointments are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis when the form and payment is 
received. We will make every effort to accommodate your assigned time slot. However, your 
time slot is contingent upon the flow of day. Please kōkua as we are working with children. 

 

 Enclosed is my check payable to the JCCH

	 Please charge my credit card:     Visa      MasterCard

ACCOUNT # 

Expiration date  

Authorized Signature 

For more information, call Derrick Iwata at (808) 945-7633 Ext. 25 or email 
iwata@jcch.com.

To register, please return this form and payment to the: Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawai‘i, 2454 S. Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96826, fax to (808) 944-1123 
or email iwata@jcch.com. 

1)
	 Age: ______   Boy  /  Girl   (please circle one)

2)
	 Age: ______   Boy  /  Girl   (please circle one)

3)
	 Age: ______   Boy  /  Girl   (please circle one)

4)
	 Age: ______   Boy  /  Girl   (please circle one)

5)
	 Age: ______   Boy  /  Girl   (please circle one)

6)
	 Age: ______   Boy  /  Girl   (please circle one)

Shichi Go San, literally translated as 
“seven, five, three,” stems from the  
Meiji Era (1868–1912) when parents 
brought their kimono-clad children—
girls, ages three and seven; and boys,  
age three and five—to Shintō shrines  
and prayed for their children to have  
 

long and prosperous lives. Today, this 
coming-of-age custom has evolved to 
encompass all children regardless of 
their age. 

Children can dress up in elegant 
kimono and zōri (sandals) and 
capture the day with a professional 
photograph at this traditional event. 

•	Fee includes dressing by Masako Formals 
staff, use of kimono and accessories and 
the portrait sitting fee with King Photo 
Service, Inc.  Price does not include hair 
and makeup.

•	Photos are a separate cost and are paid 
directly to King Photo Service, Inc.  
Packages range from $20 and up.

•	Dressing slots are limited and are 
assigned on a first-come, first-served 
basis with receipt of application  
and payment.

•	The Cultural Center will confirm your 
dressing participation within two weeks  
of receiving your application form  
and payment.

•	Cancellation prior to 72 hours will be 
reimbursed in full.

Application Form Kimono Dressing by Masako Formals 
Photography by King Photo Service, Inc.

cost: $60 per JCCH member*  
            $75 per non-member

*	Individual members receive a 20% 
discount—one $60 slot; family members 
receive two $60 slots

54

Tune in and see what has an exciting 
line-up of guests thinking out loud. 
Thinking Out Loud: Talking Issues, 
Taking Action (TOL) Monday evenings 
on radio station KZOO-AM 1210. 
Thinking Out Loud is hosted by George 
Tanabe, Christine Yano, Brian Niiya, 
and Marika Wilson. Willa Tanabe 
hosts the JCCH Book Club on the last 
Monday of each month. 

Talking Issues • Taking Action
THINKING OUT LOUD

Mondays 6:30–7:30 p.m. • Tel.: (808) 941-5966 (KZOO) • Email: jcch@am1210kzoo.com

KZOO AM1210

Thinking Out Loud is sponsored by the Hawai‘i Council for the Humanities, “We the People” Initiative 
of the National Endowment for the Humanities, University of Hawai‘i Center for Japanese Studies, 
and the University of Hawai‘i College of Social Sciences.

So tune in, call in, and start thinking out loud!  
Call in your questions or comments live during  
the program at (808) 941-5966 or email anytime  
at jcch@am1210kzoo.com. 

For the most up-to-date show schedule or to download 
past shows, visit www.jcch.com.

TOL Host George Tanabe speaks with Suzanne Bott 
about the National Park Service and the Honouliuli Site.

“Itadakimasu” (above)
“Sakura” (left)

30th TEMARI Trash & Treasure

September 5
Living as a Gay Family 
(Guest: David Gere)

September 12
MIS Experience in  
WWII & Korean War  
(Guest: Ted Tsukiyama,  
Edgar Hamasu, and 
Andrew Sato)

September 19
Rape Free Zone  
(Guest: Fawn Koopman  
and Hadas Zachor) 

September 26
Poetry as Community 
Theater (Guest: Actors 
from Honolulu Theatre 
for Youth)

October 3

TBA

October 10
TBA

October 17
Reading Aloud as a 
Community (Guest: 
Lynne Waihee)

October 24
TBA

October 31
JCCH Book Club: 
Theatres in Hawai’i 
(Guest: Lowell Angell)

Get ready for great bargains and mounds 
of hidden treasures at the TEMARI Trash & 
Treasure Fundraiser Fair.

30 years ago TEMARI’s faculty cleaned their 
studios and sold seconds and supplies at a 
small sale at its former 10th Avenue home. 
“One person’s trash is another’s treasure” 
held true when faculty and students bought 
from each other. At this event, you’ll find 
collectibles, gently-used items as well as 
brand-new products.

Spend $10 in the Cultural Center Gift Shop 
and we will validate your parking. You don’t 
want to miss this highly anticipated fair!
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First row (left to right): Eric Miura, Susan 
Eichor, Neil Takekawa

Second row (left to right): Ken Niimura, 
Dennis Esaki, Michele Sunahara 
Loudermilk, Curt Otaguro, Lee Moriwaki

Third row (left to right): David Erdman, 
Gordon Kagawa, Tyler Tokioka, Lance 
Mizumoto, Glenn Inouye, Ronald Ushijima

Aloha, Board Members!

The Board of Directors and staff bid farewell 
to four board members at the monthly board 
meeting on June 28. Bonny Amemiya, Susan 
Eichor, Eric Miura, and Neil Takekawa were 
all honored for their unwavering commitment 
and service to the Center.

The Cultural Center would like to thank Bonny, 
Susan, Eric, and Neil for their years of service 
and dedication.

This past July, the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i Board 
of Directors nominated and 
confirmed three new members. 
Please help us welcome Dennis 
Esaki, Diane Murakami, and 
Lynne Hanzawa O’Neill to the 
Cultural Center ‘ohana.

Dennis Esaki
“I am one link from the 
past to the future; from 
the plantation days, 
‘The War,’ the suffering,  
the hard work, the 
success and beyond.   
Our culture defines us,” 
said Dennis Esaki, JCCH 
board member. “We 

must perpetuate the spirit of our ancestors.”

New board member Dennis Esaki expresses 
why he feels the Cultural Center is necessary 
for the community and why he felt  
it was important to serve on the Board  
of Directors.

Esaki is the president of Esaki Surveying & 
Mapping, Inc. a company which he started 
in 1979. He is a licensed land surveyor and 
licensed land court surveyor. He attended 
Anahola School, Kapa‘a High School and 
graduated from the University of Hawai‘i  
at Mānoa in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in geology. He also did graduate 
studies in urban and regional planning.  
He worked with RM Towill Corp from  
1974–1979, throughout Hawai‘i, in Guam, 
Palau, and the Marshall Islands. 

He serves as a Director for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(Arlington, Virginia) and chairman emeritus 
and one of the founding directors for Kaua‘i 
Island Utility Cooperative (KIUC). He is 
one of the partners for Kaua‘i Farm Fuels, 
Kalapaki Bay Memorial Park, and Keawe 
Concrete Products; trustee for the Crown 
Prince Akihito Scholarship Foundation and 
a member of Kokee State Park Advisory 
Council and East Kaua‘i Development  
Plan Citizens Advisory Committee.

Esaki will serve on the Cultural Center 
Fundraising as well as Facilities & 
Operations committees for his first year  
of his three-year term.

For the third consecutive 
year, the Cultural Center 
has received a grant 
from the Japanese 
American Confinement 
Sites (JACS) Grant 
Program of the National 
Park Service. The 2011 
grant in the amount of 
$38,565 is for a series of 
pilot educational tours 
of the Honouliuli site. 

The six tours will include 
a combination of college 
students, high school 
students and the general 
public and will help us to begin planning 
future educational programs at the site. The 
grant will take effect in the fall, and planning 
for the tours will follow shortly after. The 
tours themselves will likely be conducted in 
the spring of 2012.

The first JACS grant the Cultural Center 
received came in 2009 in the amount 

of $43,187 was for a traveling wayside 
exhibition. That exhibition, titled Right from  
Wrong: Learning the Lessons of Honouliuli 
debuted at the 2011 Okinawan Festival. 
Matching funds were provided by a grant 
from the Island Insurance Foundation.  
The second JACS grant, in the amount of  
$117,626, is for a new hour long documentary  
on the Hawai‘i internment story.

New finds, including footings for another 
guard tower and the foundation of a latrine, 
were unearthed this past July as University 
of Hawai‘i-West O‘ahu conducted its second 
three-week long field school at the Honouliuli 
internment campsite. Led by nationally 
renowned archaeologists Jeff Burton and 
Mary Farrell, the field school students along 
with Cultural Center volunteers and staff 
spent four days at the site digging for new 
remnants of history.

“It is discovery step-by-step,” said Gordon 
Tomita, Cultural Center volunteer. “I come 
back to help year after year because whatever 
we discover may help future generations 
become aware of history and hopefully don’t 
repeat the same mistakes.”

Dozens of first-time and return volunteers 
participated in the field school dig this year. 
The family of former Honouliuli internee 
Sam Nishimura was represented by his great 
granddaughter, Sarah Sumida, her parents, 
Liane and Eddie Sumida, and aunty Mari Aipa. 

resource center

2011 Day of Remembrance Honouliuli Pilgrimage

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued on page 7)

Al Nishikawa, son of internee Dan Nishikawa, joins 
volunteers Betsy Young and Jane Kurahara on his 
first visit to Honouiluli in 67 years. Cultural Center Receives National Park Service Grant

Uncovering Pieces 
of History

New Directors’ Profiles

Another notable visitor included Al Nishikawa, 
son of former internee Dan Toru Nishikawa. 
Nishikawa last saw the site when he was 
11-years-old as he visited his interned father. 
While the abundant guinea grass and trees 
made it difficult for him to imagine the camp 
as it was 70 years ago, the visit awakened 
recollections of those earlier days.

Diane Murakami
Diane Murakami believes 
the significance of what  
the Cultural Center brings  
to the community is a link 
to one’s identity. On a 
personal level, the Cultural 
Center provides knowledge 
of the Japanese culture  
for her children’s sake. 

“I wanted to provide my children with greater 
cultural awareness of their Japanese heritage as 
I am of Chinese descent,” said Murakami, JCCH 
board member. “The Japanese Cultural Center  
of Hawai‘i is not just a link to history but our 
future as well.”

Diane Murakami is Senior Vice President and 
Commercial Banking Manager of the Ala Moana 
Commercial Banking Center at Bank of Hawaii, 
providing commercial lending and deposit 
related services to business customers in the 
region. Diane joined Bank of Hawaii in 2002  
and has 19 years of experience in business,  
commercial real estate and corporate financing. 

She received her Bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles. 

Diane currently serves on the board of the  
Kahala Business Association. She previously 
served as Treasurer and Finance Committee  
Chair for the Special Education Center of Hawai‘i 
for five years.

Murakami will serve a one-year term on the 
Fundraising and Budget & Finance committees.

Lynne Hanzawa O’Neill
“As a Sansei, it is very 
important to me to honor 
my grandparents and those 
who moved from Japan to 
Hawai‘i to become Japanese 
Americans and to keep the 
Japanese experience in 
Hawai‘i alive,” said Lynne 
Hanzawa O’Neill.

Lynne Hanzawa O’Neill was born in Hawai‘i but 
now holds a successful career in the competitive 
New York fashion industry, specializing in the 
niche field of fashion show production. She 
produces an average of 15 shows during America’s 
leading fashion event, New York Fashion Week, as 

well as events for magazines and retailers; 
events with the Rolling Stones and Usher 
for Best Buy; fashion show consulting 
for CW’s Gossip Girl, Bravo’s The Fashion 
Show and Sex and the City: The Movie. 
O’Neill was the inspiration for Margaret 
Cho’s character in HBO’s Sex and the City 
episode, The Real Me.  

Even though her work has taken her far 
from Hawai‘i, O’Neill still manages to visit 
the islands every year. 

O’Neill grew up in Los Angeles and gradu-
ated from Culver City High School, but 
spent her summers and holidays on O‘ahu. 
Her parents were both born and raised  
in Hawai‘i and O’Neill has a lot of family  
in the islands. 

O’Neill will serve a one-year term and  
sits on the Membership Development and 
Fundraising committees.

New Directors

Board of Directors

On July 14, a group of about 40 students from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, University of Hawai‘i- 
West Oahu, and Cultural Center volunteers ventured into Honouliuli to look for a second guard tower.

By: Jane Kurahara
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sustainers  
$10,000–$14,999
Marukai Corporation
Tsuneki Nishikawa 

associates  
$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous
Bank of Hawaii
Ben Franklin Crafts /  

Ace Hardward Hawaii
The Breakers Hotel
First Hawaiian Bank
Island Insurance Foundationt

friends  
$3,000–$4,999
Pacific Guardian Life Insurance  

Company Ltd

CONTRIBUTORS  
$1,000–$2,999
aio Group
Allen K. Hirai, DDS, LLC
Bonny Amemiya
Donn R. & Lynne I. Ariyoshi
Armstrong Produce
Atlas Insurance Agency Foundation
Bowers & Kubota Consulting
Business Insurance Services Inc.
Central Pacific Bank
DFS Hawaii
Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel LLP
Hawaiian Airlines
Hawaiian Host
Hawaiian Properties Ltd.
HawkTree International
Chris Hee
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach  

Resort & Spa
Mike Hirai
HMSA
Kumi Iseki
KAI Hawaii Inc.
M. Miura Store Inc.
Manoa Grand Ballroom/Marians 

Catering
Michael & Tomoko Malaghan Fund  

at the Hawai’i Community Foundation
McCorriston Miller Mukai Mackinnon LLP
Mesa Air Group
Monsanto
N&K CPAs Inc.
Occidental Underwriters of Hawaii Ltd.
Dennis Ogawa
Betty M. Okubo
Raymond S. & Tiare H. Ono
Curt Otaguro
Roberts Hawaii Inc.
Sandler O’Neill & Partners LP
Yoshiharu & Ikuko Satoh
Schneider Tanaka Radovich Andrew  

& Tanaka, LLLC
Servco Foundation
SSFM International Inc.
George & Esther Suzuki
Neil Takekawa
Yamada Scott Family Fund at the 

Hawai’i Community Foundation

pioneers 
$500–$999
American Savings Bank
Aston Hotels & Resorts
Atlas Insurance Agency Inc.
Halekulani Corporation
Energy Industries
Satoru Izutsu
Kintetsu International Hawaii Company
Margaret Y. Oda, Ed.D.

Thomas H. Sakoda, M.D. 
T. Raymond & Betsy Sekiya

Michael & Akane Shimoko
Ushijima Architects Inc.
Susan E. Yamada
Zephyr Insurance Company Inc.

DONORS 
UP TO $499
Carol S. Abe & Kelsey Anderson
Thomas T. & Linda Agawa
Kazuo & Janet Y. Agena
Noboru & Ethel Akagi
Raymond M. & Constance S. Akase
Takashi & Dorothy M. Akimoto
David J. & Bonnie F. Andrew
Lenny Y. Andrew
Edwin S. & Elaine A. Aoki
David Z. & Bertha S. Arakawa
Howard & Lynn Arimoto
Miwa Au
Ernest Azama & Susan M. Lai
Suzanne Bott
Ed & Audrey Case
Cheng-Wen Chen
Clarice K. Ching
Elroy J. Chun
Kathryn K. Clark
Noriko Cossey
Raymond & Violet Doue
Kathleen K. Egami
Judith N. & Crystal Egusa
Chisato N. Emmos
F. E. Trotter Inc.
Nancy B. Frazier
Frank M., Carrie T. & Nicholas S. 

Fuchise
Goro Fujikawa
Taeko Jean Fujimura & Danel Licari
Larry K. Fujino
Mitsuko Fukuda
Benjamin Fukumoto
Michael, Lori Y. & Kari Furoyama
George & Mitsui Furuno
Judith & Sally Fuse
Scott B. Gomes
Sueko Gushiken
Doris Hachida
Hiroko Hagen
Mildred K. Hara
Susan Haramoto
Kazuo & Takako K. Hasegawa
Florence S. Hata
Keiko Hatano
Bryce Hideo Hataoka
The Hawaii Japanese School
Edwin Jr. & Grace Hawkins
Clifford Hayashi
Ed K. Higa
Jane Higa
George Y. & Jean A. Higaki
Norman & Elaine Higaki
Virginia S. Hinshaw
Bernice Hirai
Theodine Hirai
James K. & Florence Y. Hirakawa
Robert & June Hirano
Jerry M. Hirata
Jayne Hirata-Epstein, Eddie Hirata, Taja 

& Dante Hirata-Epstein
Robert M. & Hazel Hirayama and Kamie 

Matsukawa & Randyn Rios
Pat & Betty Hironaga
Gail Ann M. Honda
Ruth H. Honma
Honolulu Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce
Frank A. & Nancy F. Hori
Robert N. Huey
Thomas & Pauline Hughes
George & Amy Ige
George K. & Carole Ikeda
Kathryn K. Inkinen

Masako Ishikawa
James & Elaine Isobe
Thomas & Chiye Itagaki
Ann C. Iwasa
Samson T. Iwatani
June L.W. Kadomoto
Stanley & Sheri Kajioka
Arnold & Geraldine Kajitani
Ronald R. Kajiwara
Donald Kanagawa
David M. Kaneko
Vance I. Kinoshita
Helen H. Kishi
Sadao & Judith Kishimoto
Hifumi Kitayama
Roy & Emmy Kiyabu
Taeko Kiyose
Ann H. & Dale Kobayashi
Kenneth A. & Inez N. Koga
Nancy N. Koike
Walter & Mary Komeiji
Frances & Toshio Komoda
Edwin Koyama
Harold I. & Jane Kudo
Hideko Kunichika
Misako Kurokawa
Gladys & Masao Kurosu
Gary & Fujiko Kusuhara
KZOO Foundation
Katherine Lee
Lily C. & Joseph Y. K. Lee
Paul, Michele, Leah & Kira Loudermilk
Tomiko Makinodan
Mark Development Inc.
Charlyn Honda Masini
Robert Y. & Alice S. Masuda
Florence M. Matsuda
Richard T. Matsuda
Barbara R. Matsumoto
Mark & Karen Matsunaga
Ronald K. & Natsuno Matsuo
Stan F. & Mako Mayfield
Carol Meier
Mabel Mirikitani
Shirley & Ray Miyamoto
Florence T. Miyasato
Susumu Miyashiro
Lois Miyashiro-Tong, Gilda Miyashiro, 

Andromeda Tong & Teiji Miyashiro
Susumu, Sueko, Hiroko & Maxi 

Miyashita
Esther K. Monma
Tomiko Mori
Mark & Doris Morisaki
James S. Morita
Sarah Moriyama
Janice Motoshige
Gregg E. Mueller
Mitsuharu & Beatrice R. Murakami
Roy K. & Joycelyn Murakami
Sadaichi Murakami
Joseph I. & Machiko S. Muratsuchi
Wayne Muromoto & Gay M. Satsuma
Sarah M. Nagai
Roy T. Naguwa
Michael Naito
Dean & Deborah Nakagawa
Kenneth S. & Margaret S. Nakagawa
Doris H. & Roy Y. Nakahara
Joyce Y. Nakahara
Suzuto Nakahira & Millie Tagami
Helen T. Nakamura
Phyllis H. Nakamura
Roy & Lorraine Nakamura
Harry & Kuniko Nakashima
Takemi Nakasone
Laura T. Nakasono
Nisei Building Maintenance Co. Inc.
Sue Nishiguchi
Richard & Jocelyn Nishihara
Hiroshi & Mary Nishimoto
Norie Nishimura
Eleanor C. Nishita

Gary Y. & Sarah H. Noda
Michiko Noda
Shozo Noda
Ernest & Janice Nogawa
Hideo Noguchi
Henry Y. & Lorraine Y. Obayashi
Edward & Jane Oda
Winifred F. Ogata
Elaine S. Ogawa
Donald K. & Patricia Y. Ojiri
Irene Okabe
Caroline & Susumu Okihara
Norman M. & Gertrude M. Okubo
Betty Okuhara
Richard & Laureen Okumura
Sada Okumura & John H. Drouilhet
Miyoko Omori
Lynne Hanzawa O’Neill &  

Florence Hanzawa
Akiko Ono
Norman & Carolyn Osumi
Edith E. Ota & Janet Morita
Toshio G. & Kyoko Ozeki
PacRim Marketing Group Inc.
Lorraine Minatoishi Palumbo, Ph.D., AIA
Helen Pierce
Robert M. & Alice K. Fujimoto Foundation
Jean E. Rolles
Priscilla Sadanaga
Walter M. & Kathleen A. Saito
Wilfred & Jane Sakai
Katsuji & Dorothy Sakuma
Jean S. Sasaki
Eiko O. Seita
Kiyoharu & Teruko Sekimizu
Garrett K. & Aileen A. Serikawa
Joji & Ritsuko Seta
Florence Shibano
Edward S. & Jane H. Shiroma
Donald Y. & Haruko Shizumura
Charles & Vera Shores
Lisa Shozuya, Nicholas & Nicholas 

C.S.  Salmas
S. Steven, Pamela & Amelia Sofos
Chizu Y. Stanley
Yuriko J. Sugimura
Teizo & Dean Sumida
Harumi K. Suzuki
Joanne F. Tachibana
Manabu & Susan Tagomori
Walter T. & Doris Taira
Masao & Tomiko Takai
James K. & Alice K. Takamoto
Robert F. & Jane F. Takane
Yasu & Yo Takehara
Ellen Takemoto
Yukio & Sachiko Taketa
Nathan & Linda Takeuchi
Masako Tanabe
Alma S. Tanaka
Calvin K. & Stacie Tanaka
Paul & Krist Tanaka
Shigeyo Tanaka
Raymond & Lorraine Tasaka
Tyler M. Tokioka
Gail Tom
Carol C. Tomioka
Yvonne Toyoshima
James T. Tsuji
Kenneth M. Tsuji
Jon Y. Tsukamoto
Betty Tsukiyama
Hiroshi & Hideko Usami
Ronald R. & Agnes C. Ushijima
Reiko Uyejo
Muriel S. Uyema
Aiko Watanabe
Aileen Shizue Watanabe
Akira & Emiko Watanabe
Alice S. & Clark H. Watanabe
Gladys F. Watanabe & Jessie T. Nakayama
Hideko Watanabe
Samuel T. & Hideko Watanabe

Charles & Betsy M. Watarai
Wilson Okamoto Corporation
C. & Masue Yamada
George & Sueko Yamamoto
Warren Yamamoto
Haruyuki Yamanaka
Roy H. & Jane N. Yamashiroya
Kenneth K. & Imi Yamashita
Burt S., Sherilyn F. & Taryn Yamauchi
Hatsue Yanagida
Herbert Yanamura
Bertram Yasui
Marion T. Yasui
Hiromu Yogi & Nora Yogi Lum
Robert I. & Jeannette F. Yokoyama
Geraldine York
Joyce Yoshida
Ronald M. & Toshie Yoshida
Tammy M. Yoshimura
Leslie K. Yoshioka
Laurie M. J. Young
James & Marjorie Yuasa
Ron L. Zheng & William  

SchmalzLinda Wilson

special
In memory of Mrs. Zora Enomoto - Jane 

M. Harada, Joey S., Megan S. & 
Matthew M. Otani (Donors)

In memory of Jane U. Iwasa -  
Sandra Iwasa (Donors)

In memory of Mrs. Kuni Kagawa -  
Jane M. Harada, Joey S., Megan S. 
& Matthew M. Otani (Donors)

In memory of Janet Kanja - Elizabeth 
(Lisa) S. Suenaga (Donors)

In memory of Mr. Richard Sadao 
Nakasone - Jane M. Harada,  
Joey S., Megan S. & Matthew M. 
Otani (Donors)

OKAGE SAMA DE
May Leiko Imamura-Uruu

LEGACY MEMBERS
Charlotte Larson
Lori Tomoyasu McGee
Donna Takekawa
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Mahalo
To Our  

Corporate Members

Donor ListKansha
Donations are from June–July 2011

More than 600 people 
attended the gala dinner 
that took place on July 23 
at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village Waikiki Beach 
Resort. That night, the 
Center also bestowed 
upon Dr. Sen the title of 
Honorary Ambassador of 
Culture to the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i. 

This year’s event marked 
the 15th anniversary of the 
Celebration of Leadership 
and Achievement Dinner. 
Returning past honorees 
were acknowledged 
to commemorate the 
important milestone.

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and making it an 
evening to remember! 

Thank you to the  
following sponsors:
Shōgun 
Dr. Genshitsu Sen 

Daimyō 
Bank of Hawaii
First Hawaiian Bank
Island Insurance Companies
Ray Ono
Curt Otaguro
Dr. Genshitsu Sen 

Bushi 
Ace Hardware Hawaii
aio Group 
Alexander & Baldwin, Inc. 
Allied Builders System 
Donn Ariyoshi 
Atlas Insurance Agency 
Ben Franklin Crafts 
Bowers + Kubota Consulting 
The Breakers Hotel  
Business Insurance Services, Inc.
Cartier 
Central Pacific Bank 

Deja Vu Surf Hawai’i 
EnviroServices & Training Center, LCC 
First Insurance Company of Hawai’i,  
    Ltd. 
go! Mokulele 
Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel LLP 
Hawaiian Airlines 
Hawaiian Host 
Hawaiian Properties Ltd. 
Hilton Grand Vacations 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki  
    Beach Resort 
HMSA 
Honolulu Japanese Chamber  
    of Commerce 
Island Movers Inc. 
Konnichi Kai Hawaii 
Manoa Grand Ballroom/ 
    Marians Catering 
McCorriston Miller Mukai 
    MacKinnon LLP Attorneys at Law
Meadow Gold Dairies 
Monsanto Hawaii 

N&K CPAs 
Nippon Golden Network, Inc. 
Tsuneki Nishikawa 
Occidental Underwriters of Hawaii,  
    Ltd. 
Roberts Hawaii 
Sandler O’Neill + Partners 

Schneider Tanaka Radovich Andrew  
    & Tanaka, A Limited Liability  
    Law Company
Dr. Genshitsu Sen 
Servco Foundation 
SSFM International 
Wasabi Bistro 
Yamada Scott Family Foundation 

Beatrice Takiko Yamasaki, Ph.D. 
Christine R. Yano, Ph.D.

SPECIAL DONORS
Ben Franklin Crafts (Decorations/ 
    Centerpieces)  
Cartier (Honoree Gift/Favors) 
Hawaiian Host, Inc. (Candies/
Favors)

SERVICE PROVIDERS
Leticia Buhr/Ernie Lau–New Hope 
Photo Ministry (Photography)

Randall Chun–Eric Woo Design, Inc. 
(Invitations/Program/Silent Auction 
Booklet)

Dan Cooke (Hawaii News Now)

Steven R. Crocker (Silent Auction)

Mike Higgins (Show & Tell)

Kaimuki Grill (Volunteer Dinner)

Ryan Kawamoto Kinetic Productions, 
Inc. (Video Production)

Bishop Eric Matsumoto (Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawai‘i)

Men’s Leadership of Hawai‘i 

Shinnyo-En Taiko (Opening 
Performance)

Lisa Shozuya (Special Events 
Coordinator)

Susan Smith–Hilton Hawaiian 
Village Waikiki Beach Resort

Melvin Takemoto–Heartland 
Payment Services (Credit Card 
Processors)

Bertha Tottori–Sogetsu School 
(Ikebana) 

Vince Watabu–Obun Hawaii 
(Printing)

Jon Yamasato (Entertainment)

Wayne Yoshida (Kumihimo Lei)

MONETARY DONORS 
(over $500)

Keith & Bonny Amemiya 
Halekulani Corporation 
Ken Hayashida 
Allen Hirai 
Michael Hirai 
Tsuneki Nishikawa 
Dennis Ogawa 
Yoshiharu Satoh 
Dr. George Suzuki 
Shaun Ushijima 
Sharon Weiner 
Manabu Yada 
Zephyr Insurance

CLAD PLANNING COMMITTEE
Overall Co-Chairs 
Lisa Shozuya 
Mark Yamada

Finance/Table Sales Chair 
Tyler Tokioka

Silent Auction Co-Chairs 
Nadine Ogata 
Millie Okada 
Waynele Yu

Video Chair 
Ryan Kawamoto

Registration Chair 
Gail Tamaribuchi

Volunteers Chair 
Sherri Vallejo

Program Co-Chairs 
Dawn Nakagawa 
Justin Takaki 
Karlton Tomomitsu

Decoration Co-Chairs 
Tracy Fasi-Paiva 
Robyn Titcomb

Photos courtesy of Leticia Buhr and Ernie Lau of New Hope Photo

President & Executive Director Lenny Yajima Andrew and 
Chairman of the Board Curt Otaguro present 15th Generation 
Grand Tea Master Dr. Genshitsu Sen with a special award 
and honorary title.

(left) Dr. Genshitsu 
Sen chats with 
the members of 
Shinnyo-En Taiko.
(below) This year’s 
silent auction  
featured more than 
200 items including 
a wide variety  
of sake.

Don’t forget to pick up your 
copy of the CLAD videos 
that were shown that night 

during the program. 
The videos, created 

by Ryan Kawamoto of 
Kinetic Productions, are 

available for purchase 
in the Gift Shop for $12 a 

copy. JCCH members receive 
10% off the regular price.

CLAD Program Videos 
on DVD!

2011 Celebration of Leadership and Achievement Dinner

Peacefulness Through a Bowl of Tea
For the first time in 15 years, the Cultural Center’s Celebration  
of Leadership and Achievement Dinner (CLAD) celebrated the  
life’s work of a Japanese national treasure, Dr. Genshitsu Sen,  
15th Generation Grand Tea Master from Japan’s Urasenke school.



Members gathered to hear the Cultural 
Center’s Board of Directors report on the 
status of the Cultural Center for the past 
fiscal year as well as plans for the future. 
Members in attendance were also treated  

to a first look at the new Cultural Center 
video produced by aio Group. Shortly  
after the meeting many attended the 
opening of Going with the Grain.

On August 14, authors John 
Blink and Dennis Ogawa 
spoke about their book The 
California Hotel: Hawai‘i’s 
Home Away from Home 
at the Japanese American 
National Museum (JANM) 
in Los Angeles, where the 
Cultural Center exhibition of the same 
name has been on display since May. 

Beautiful pieces of 
hand-crafted wood art 
are the centerpiece for 
the Cultural Center’s 
Going with the Grain 
exhibition that opened 
to the public on July 2.  
Fifteen renowned 
local artists from all 
parts of O‘ahu joined 
us at the opening 
ceremony which took 
place directly following 
the Cultural Center’s 
Annual Membership Meeting. The beautiful 
wood pieces in a variety of styles, colors 
and aromas are one of a kind and made 
to show the beautiful woods of our state. 
The Cultural Center’s collection of wood 
working tools are also displayed along with 

exhibit curator George Tanabe’s collection 
of blades for kanna (wood plane). 

The exhibition will be up until September  
30 and is generously sponsored by the  
Sekiya of Fukuoka Hawai‘i Endowment Fund.

Soto Mission of Moloka‘i Guzeiji 
Obon Festival 2011

Kaka‘ako Days Festival
August 6

July 30

July 2

Opening Ceremony
July 2

Annual Membership Meeting 

Kageyama Demonstration 
Draws Crowd

Going With the Grain—An Exhibition of Wood Art
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(left to right) Board of Directors Curt Otaguro, Deborah Nakagawa (Chair, Board of Governors), 
Gordon Kagawa, Lee Moriwaki, Ron Ushijima, and Glenn Inouye at the Cultural Center’s Annual 
Membership Meeting.

Keauhou  
Shopping  
Center Obon 
Festival
June 11

Education Specialist Derrick Iwata 
represented the Cultural Center at 
the Keauhou Shopping Center Obon 
Festival with volunteers Charlene 
Yamamoto, Eric Kobayashi, Arnold 
“AJ” Bactista, Shasta Yamada 
and Todd Takahashi. Festival 
participants were able to make their 
own hachimaki and purchase items 
from our Gift Shop while enjoying 
the bon dance. This was the fifth 
year that the Cultural Center was 
asked to participate in this event.

The Cultural Center was fortunate to once 
again participate in the 2011 Soto Mission 
of Moloka‘i Guzeiji Obon Festival on July 30. 
Education Specialist Derrick Iwata, together 
with volunteers Charlene Yamamoto and 
Eric Kobayashi represented the Cultural 
Center doing our ever popular hachimaki 

and selling items from our Gift Shop. We  
are very grateful to the members of the Soto 
Mission of Molokai and Bishop Komagata 
of the Nuuanu Soto Mission to have invited 
us to participate in their festival again this 
year and we look forward to a continued 
relationship with them in 2012.

(left to right): Raymond Sekiya; Christy Takamune, JCCH Gallery/ 
Gift Shop Manager; Betsy Sekiya; and George Tanabe, exhibit curator  
at the opening of Going with the Grain.
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Kiyomi Kageyama, traditionally trained Japanese 
woodworker who specializes in building tea houses, 
shoji doors and tatami mats, demonstrated the care 
of Japanese hand tools and woodworking techniques 
to an appreciative audience in the Teruya Courtyard 
on August 6. More than 70 people attended the 
demonstration where Kageyama also talked about 
special techniques on sharpening your kitchen knife. 
The Cultural Center looks forward to coordinating 
a master workshop seminar in the future. Special 
thanks to George Tanabe and Alan Wilkinson for 
introducing us to Mr. Kageyama!

Celebrating the yesteryears of Kaka‘ako and 
the various cultures that once called Kaka‘ako 
home, the Cultural Center took part for the 
first time in Ward Centers Kaka‘ako Days 
Festival on August 6. Staff and volunteers 
assisted shoppers with our signature hachimaki 
activity while spreading the word about the 
Cultural Center’s events and services.

We would like to thank Heidi Kuia from Ward 
Centers for the invitation and look forward to 
additional partnerships in the future.

Derrick Iwata, Leah Fukuyama, Kari Sakuda,  
John Okutani, and Denise Park at the Ward Centers 
Kaka‘ako Days Festival on August 6.

August 6

California Hotel Exhibit 
and Book Event at  
the Japanese American 
National Museum
August 14
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On May 26, Cultural Center staff and volunteers 
visited the new World War II Valor in the Pacific 
National Monument to learn more about the  
Pearl Harbor attack and the events that followed. 
The group was treated to a guided tour of the 
museum and grounds by Chief of Interpretation 
Eileen Martinez, before boarding the ferry to the 
U.S.S. Arizona Memorial. The Cultural Center 
would like to thank Eileen Martinez and the 
National Park Service for their generous hospitality 
and looks forward to their visit of our facilities.

John Okutani—Temporary Volunteer 
Volunteers Coordinator (TVVC)

Temporary Volunteer Volunteers Coordinator—  
the title doesn’t exactly roll of the tongue, but it is what 
John Okutani created for himself—with an emphasis 

on the “TV” part! When the Cultural Center’s volunteers 
coordinator resigned in May, President & Executive Director 
Lenny Yajima Andrew asked John if he could step in. Under
standing the importance of the volunteers and the position, 
John graciously agreed.

“I knew it was important,” Okutani said. “I noticed that there 
are a lot of volunteers and that the staff was also stretched 
thin. Without the combination and a bridge between the two 
you can’t carry out the mission. If you don’t have a volunteers 
coordinator, everything basically stops.”

Okutani said making the transition from volunteer to a 
temporary staff member was a no-brainer having worked 
for 38 years serving in the military and in the federal 
government. Volunteer work is what he considers a 
challenge. “Being a volunteer I found you have to be more 
creative, as a staffer you have to be more organized.” said 
Okutani. “The creative side takes a little more of a toll on me.”

Okutani started volunteering at the Cultural Center in 2009 
through Professor Johnathan Okumura’s Japanese in Hawai‘i 
class. He volunteers primarily in the gallery, but while working  
on his own family’s genealogy, also started assisting in the 
Resource Center. 

“Being third generation, I didn’t feel a connection to my past. 
I was really just thinking that I was an American and I didn’t 
care about the Japanese side. After I retired and I started to 
get into genealogy, it came back full circle and I realized that 
because of their legacy is why I’m here. That’s why I feel the 
Japanese Cultural Center is a place I should be, helping to 
preserve the legacy of our ancestors.”

Okutani agreed to serve three months as TVVC which ended 
in August. Okutani will continue to serve the Cultural Center 
as a regular volunteer. The staff and volunteers would like 
to thank Okutani for going the extra mile these past few 
months for the sake of the Cultural Center and our volunteers.

“I’m glad to help out,” Okutani said. “My mom always tells  
me give and you will receive. You don’t expect anything for  
it and that’s true for all volunteers. To me, our volunteers are 
all unselfish or they wouldn’t be here.” 

Following another successful Taste of Marukai event, Marukai Wholesale Mart generously donated 
$10,000 of the event proceeds to the Cultural Center. This was the sixth year of the annual food and 
sake event. This year’s event included 
dishes such as yakitori, ikageso, 
steak, okonomiyaki, ramen, tempura, 
sashimi, king crab and delicacies from 
Nobu Waikiki. 

Taste of Marukai is a fundraiser 
for the Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawai‘i, Honolulu Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce, Honolulu Japanese 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association. A 
very special thanks to Marukai for the 
generous donation!

President & Executive Director Lenny Yajima Andrew 
and Chief Operating Officer Neil Takekawa present 
a check for the Fukushima Earthquake and Tsunami 
Relief Fund.

(left to right): Gary Kobashigawa, United Japanese 
Society of Hawaii; James Sato, Honolulu Fukushima 
Kenjinkai/United Japanese Society of Hawaii; Lenny 
Yajima Andrew, JCCH; Roy Tominaga, Honolulu 
Fukushima Kenjinkai/United Japanese Society of 
Hawaii; Christine Kubota, United Japanese Society of 
Hawaii; and Neil Takekawa, JCCH

Film Screening Raises Thousands for Fukushima Relief Efforts

Congresswoman Colleen Hanabusa Visits the Cultural Center

Thanks to a full house of more than 
a hundred attendees and a generous 
donation from Tsuneki Nishikawa, a special 
screening and program of the film Great 
Grandfather’s Drum was able to raise more 
than $9,000 for the Fukushima Earthquake 
and Tsunami Disaster Relief Fund. The 
Cultural Center partnered with Maui Taiko, 
United Japanese Society of Hawaii, and the 
Honolulu Fukushima Kenjinkai to present 
the special event on June 4.  

Congresswoman Colleen Hanabusa recently paid the Cultural Center 
a special visit where she met the staff and volunteers and heard 
about the many projects the Cultural Center is currently working 
on. Hanabusa also received a special surprise when the Resource 
Center staff showed her a photo album donated by members of her 
family. The Cultural Center would like to extend a special thanks to 
Congresswoman Hanabusa and her staff for the visit!

It’s that time of year again! During your next 
trip to Foodland and Sack ’N Save, please consider a 
donation to the Cultural Center. We are once again 
participating in this year’s Give Aloha program. 
During the month 
of September, 
Foodland customers 
are invited to make 
a donation of up to 
$249 at checkout to 
their favorite non-profit organization. Foodland will 
match a portion of each donation.

The code to donate to the Cultural Center is 
77214. If you don’t remember the code, you may 
inform the cashier that you would like to make 
a Give Aloha donation to the Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawai’i. They will be able to look up  
the code at the register.

Donations are accepted at any Foodland,  
Sack ’N Save, or Foodland Farms checkout. 

Give Aloha is an annual program where Foodland 
directs its charitable giving to the organizations that 
are important to its customers. The program honors 
Maurice J. “Sully” Sullivan, founder of Foodland 
Super Market, Ltd. and continues his legacy of giving 
back to the community.

Donor names will not be released to the Cultural 
Center. If you would like us to acknowledge your gift, 
please contact the Cultural Center directly. For more 
information, please contact Denise Park at 945-7633 
Ext. 27 or email at park@jcch.com.

Give Aloha
Foodland

AcchiKocchi AcchiKocchi profilecorner
volunteer

Here & There, This & That

Cultural Center Tours the  
New World War II Valor in the 
Pacific National Monument

Lenny Yajima Andrew and Denise Park receive a $10,000 check 
from Richard Matsu, vice president of Marukai Wholesale Mart.)

Cultural Center Receives $10,000 from 
Marukai Wholesale Mart

Congresswoman 
Colleen Hanabusa  
(center with green lei) 
poses for a photo  
with Cultural Center 
staff and volunteers 
during a recent visit.

Mahalo Lenny!

(above) Lenny with Curt Otaguro  
and Brian Suzuki at the 2010  
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

(left) Posed with Brad Altman,  
Lillian Yajima, and George Takei  
at a special screening of the film 442: 
Live with Honor, Die with Dignity.

(below) Lenny with Jon Nakamatsu, 
Susan Yamada, Howard Dicus,  
and Allicyn Tasaka at the  
Jon Nakamatsu concert last year.

As many of you already know, Lenny Yajima 
Andrew has decided to retire as president & 
executive director following the appointment 
of a successor. Lenny has served the Cultural 
Center and community well over the past 4-½ 
years, overseeing all operations of the Cultural 
Center and managing a staff of 12 employees.

Under Lenny’s leadership, the Cultural Center 
has grown its educational programs, expanded  
 

community outreach events, and made 
significant strides in the effort to preserve 
World War II Confinement sites in Hawai‘i.  

The Board of Directors is currently conducting  
a search for Lenny’s replacement. 

Lenny has been a pillar of strength for the 
Cultural Center and great representative in 
the community. Her sunny personality will be 

missed around the Cultural Center. 
Please join the staff and volunteers 
in wishing Lenny well as she begins 
her well-deserved retirement.
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Membership/Donation application

Membership questions? Please call (808) 945-7633 Ext. 30  
or email membership@jcch.com

Sept. 2011 (Membership benefits are for one year and non-transferable)

	 Yes, we/I want to be a
		M  ember         Legacy Member
		C  orporate Member         Donor

Membership
		  $ 15	 Student (with ID)
		  $ 35	 Individual
		  $ 50	F amily  
		           (Two adults, two children 17 years and under)

LEGACY MEMBERSHIP
		  $1,000	 Legacy (Individual Lifetime Membership)

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
		  $ 100		N  on-Profit
		  $ 250		  Supporting Business
		  $ 500		P  remier Corporate
		  $ 1,000	 Imperial Corporate

If New or Renewing:
Membership # ___________________________________
Expires _________________________________________
Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City ____________________________________________	
State ______________________ Zip _________________
Home Phone # ___________________________________             
Work Phone # ___________________________________
Email ___________________________________________

FOR Gift Membership ONLY:
Name (of Recipient) _______________________________
Address ________________________________________
City ____________________________________________	
State ______________________ Zip _________________
Home Phone # ___________________________________             
Work Phone # ___________________________________
Email ___________________________________________

FOR FAMILY Membership  
(Two adults, two children 17 years and under):
Please indicate the names of additional family members below:

(Mr./Mrs./Ms.)___________________________________
_____________________    ________________________

In addition to my membership, enclosed is 
my tax-deductible contribution of  $ _______________ 
in support of JCCH programs and activities.

TOTAL:  $ ____________________

Please send payment to 
2454 South Beretania St., Honolulu, HI 96826	
    	C heck enclosed, payable to the JCCH
	C harge to my:	 VISA        MasterCard
	C ard # ______________________________________
	E xp. _________________________________________
	 Signature ____________________________________

Ikebana 1
Sogetsu by  
Charlotte Muraoka

Ikebana 4
Sogetsu by  
Linda Hamasaki

Ikebana 2 
Ikenobo by  
Junko Ige

Ikebana 3 
Saga Goryu by 
Esther Sanborn

Ikebana 5   
Ohara by 
Caroline Abe

nspirations
ikebanaI

Golf Benefits

Hawaii Prince Golf Club*
20% off non-sale merchandise in the Pro Shop  
(does not include golf equipment and sunglasses)  
and a discounted price of $45 weekday/$55 
weekend golf at Hawaii Prince Golf Club [O‘ahu]

Makalei Golf Club
2 for 1 green fees (kama‘aina rate only) [Hawai‘i]

Olomana Golf Links
20% off Pro Shop items (some restrictions apply) 
and a member special rate of $37 on weekday 
golf and $45 on weekend golf [O‘ahu]

Poipu Bay Golf Course
$55 + tax green fee [Kaua‘i]

Pro-Am Golf Shop
20% off off retail price on all items, except golf 
balls, repairs & items already on sale [Honolulu]

Pukalani Country Club
4 players for the price of 3 (not valid from 
January to March) [Maui]

Retail Benefits

The Art Board
30% off custom picture framing [Honolulu]

BASKETS, etcetera by Nancy
10% off [Kaneohe]

BLISS
An additional 40% off regular and sale apparel 
and gift merchandise [online]

Hakubundo
10% off (except magazines & red tag items) 
[Honolulu]

Nuimono
10% off all merchandise except consignment 
merchandise and “in store discounts” only 
[Honolulu]

Security Alarm Shop
10% off all merchandise [Honolulu, Pearl City]

Shirokiya*
10% off any day [Honolulu]

University Flowers 
20% off entire purchase (not to be combined 
with other offers) [Honolulu]

Restaurant Benefits

Bird of Paradise Restaurant*
20% dining discount off regular lunch menu 
[Honolulu]

Hakone, Hawaii Prince Hotel Waikiki*
20% off buffet menu [Honolulu]

Izakaya Nonbei
10% off on food [Honolulu]

Naniwa-Ya Ramen
10% off purchase [Honolulu]

Prince Court, Hawaii Prince Hotel Waikiki*
20% off buffet menu [Honolulu]

The Tea Farm 
10% off (not combinable with other offers) [Honolulu]

Current Partnership/
Program-Related Benefits

$5 off Japanese Calligraphy by Sensei  
Hiromi Peterson.

Discount on kimono dressing at our New Year’s 
‘Ohana Festival, Kodomo no Hi and Shichi Go San.

Specialty Services Benefits

Acu-Massage Hawaii
10% off acupuncture massage treatment 
[Honolulu]

American Carpet One
10% off any carpet or carpet remnants purchase  
and 5% off any hard surface flooring and 
window coverings purchase [Honolulu]

Bay View Mini Putt
Buy 1 get 1 free 18-hole round of miniature 
golf (limit 1 free round per JCCH membership 
card presented) [Kaneohe]

Brian Y. Sato
$25 discount on portrait sessions for members  
65 and older [call 945-7633 for more information]

Dean Kashiwabara Physical Therapy
Free initial consultation [Honolulu]

Dr. William J. Lee DDS LLC 
10-15% off services (lifetime) and 
complimentary initial exams/consultations 
[Honolulu]

Hawaii Prince Hotel Waikiki
10% off menu items for catering events at 
Hawaii Prince Hotel Waikiki [Honolulu]

Hawaii Senior Life Enrichment 
Association & Honolulu Shogi Club
10% off $40 initiation fee & 10% off  
yearly $20 Honolulu Shogi Club fee [Honolulu]

Hertz Corporation*
When placing reservations, provide  
customer discount program (CDP) #1884139  
for special rates on car rentals with Hertz.  
Call 1-800-654-3131 [Worldwide]

Island Insurance Companies
Special group discounts on Personal 
Automobile and Homeowners insurance 
[Honolulu]

Japan Karate Shotokai Hawaii
50% off monthly tuition [Honolulu]

Manoa Grand Ballroom
10% off (up to $100) on food [Honolulu]

Masaki’s Auto Repair
10% off (up to $50 off, not valid with other 
promotions) [Honolulu]

Occidental Underwriters of Hawaii
Special discounts on Long Term Care, Auto, 
and Home insurance [Honolulu]

Pacific Resource Realty Inc.*
will donate $1,000 to the Japan relief fund 
from brokerage fees received by PRRI in 
representing a JCCH member in a transaction 
for the purchase or sale of real estate. Please 
call 808-721-7507 for more information.* 
[Honolulu]

R&C Hawaii Tours Inc. 
$50 off of Japan or Korea escorted tours,  
R&C will also donate $50 to JCCH for every  
tour booked by a JCCH member [Honolulu] 

RevoluSun
$250 off a photovoltaic system and another 
$250 to be donated by RevoluSun to JCCH for 
every new system purchased by JCCH members 
[Honolulu]

Taira Chiropractic
Complimentary consultation and 50% off  
initial examination [Honolulu]

Wealth Strategy Partners LLC.
Complimentary financial review for businesses, 
couples and individuals [Honolulu]

JCCH Benefits

Free one-year admission to the Cultural Center 
Historical Gallery exhibit Okage Sama De.

Free subscription to the JCCH newsletter 
Legacies.

10% off items in theJCCH Gift Shop.*

20% off non-commercial translation services  
at the JCCH Resource Center.

50% off session fee for Kumihimo Craft 
Workshops.

Discounts on selected JCCH programs, events, 
cultural classes, workshops and seminars.

Invitations to special events and voting  
privileges.

*Some restrictions may apply.

Listing as a member benefit does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation by JCCH.

new membership Benefit
University Flowers 

JCCH members are now entitled to 20% off 
your purchase at University Flowers (cannot 
be combined with other offers). University 
Flowers is a full service flower shop that 
specializes in cut flowers, lei, special 
occasion and sympathy arrangements, and 
gift items. Purchase flowers from University 
Flowers and you are welcome to use their 
facility to create your own arrangement.

Delivery and shipping service is also 
available. Corporate accounts are welcome.

Visit University Flowers at its new location 
at 2758 S. King Street. Call 951-7300 for 
more information. 


